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Congratulations Fishers 

Green SC on your 50th! 

Ideas for reaching out to 

more members and new  

membership options 

means change at CSSC.    

Read all about it in Rob 

3ÔÅÐÈÅÎȭÓ ÎÏÔÅ ÉÎ 

Ȱ#ÏÍÍÏÄÏÒÅȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒȱȢ 

Our dinghy clubs are 

busy plus the Dinghy 

Champs are coming up 

very soon - 23/24 July.  

Barbados Challenge   

Qualifier 10 Sept.  Little-

ton SC.  Apply by 26 Aug. 

Offshore, ECYD are on 

their Long Trip to the 

Baltic CSD in Brittany, 

5KSC in Scotland. 

The Fastnet is getting 

closer for CSORC - 14 

August.  a good CSSA 

summer again! 
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Fishers Green Sailing Club celebrated its 50th 

Anniversary over the weekend 18th-19th June 

2011. 

A full two day programme was planned and 

even though the weather could have been 

kinder, everyone managed to enjoy them-

selves and have a great time.   

Saturday morning began with a Handicap 

Race that pitted the Cadets, Toppers and 

Larks of the younger element against the 

RS100, Merlin-Rocket, Solos, Wayfarer and 

Firefly sailed by their parents and other 

adults. The wind and weather were 

ȰÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇȱ ÁÎÄ ËÅÐÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÆÅÔÙ ÂÏÁÔ 

crews on their toes!   

In the afternoon, a Relay Race was staged 

ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 29!ȭÓ  Ȱ3ÁÉÌ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÌÄȱ ÉÎÉÔÉÁȤ

tive, with five teams of eight (four helms 

and four crews) each sailing for 30 minutes 

around an Olympic style trapezoid course in 

a variety of boats.  

As this race progressed the weather became 

ÅÖÅÒ ÍÏÒÅ ȰÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇȱȟ ÃÕÌÍÉÎÁÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ΥΡϹ 

knot gusts and horizontal driving rain which 

drove the hundred or so spectators  to take 

shelter in the Clubhouse ɉÃÏÎÔȭÄ 0ΩɊ                
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#ÏÍÍÏÄÏÒÅȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒ 

A note from Rob Stephens, our Vice Commodore  

In his contribution in the last 

magazine, our Commodore pro-

vided some context for the Re-

view and other changes that 

CSSC are introducing. I thought 

it worth including in this edition 

an update on how things are 

going both in the Review and in 

relation to CSSC membership 

initiatives that were accepted 

by the CSSC AGM in June, and that will also affect us all. 

CSSC have appointed a Review Team of three, led by one 

of their executive vice chairmen, and I lead a similarly 

sized CSSA team dealing with Review matters.  The Gen-

ÅÒÁÌ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÁÒÅ ÄÅÆÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÎÅÇÏÔÉÁÔȤ

ing position and acting as a conduit to ensure all mem-

ÂÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ËÅÐÔ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓȢ #33#ȭÓ ÁÉÍÓ ÉÎ 

carrying out the Review are to: 

Confirm that the funds provided to CSSA by 

CSSC are being used to support CSSC members to enjoy 

the sport of sailing. 

Determine whether CSSA is managing sailing in 

a way that will encourage growth in participation. 

Confirm that CSSC funds spent by CSSA on rep-

resentative sport are proportionate to the scale of 

#33!ȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȢ 

While these questions look deceptively simple, they ef-

fectively lead to a top to bottom review of the Associa-

ÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÈÅÁÌÔÈȢ  7Å ÈÁÄ ÏÕÒ ÆÉÒÓÔ 

meeting with the Review Team in December 2010 and 

agreed the structure and timing of the investigations 

that would follow in 2011.  At the end of January we sup-

plied the Review Team with a considerable amount of 

documentation relating to the Association and to each 

of its clubs and divisions.   

We met the Review Team again in February, when we 

briefed them on the scope and scale of our activities and 

received very positive feedback about our approach to 

several of the issues the General Committee had identi-

fied.  Resource limitations will prevent the Review Team 

visiting all our clubs but a visit to a dinghy site was con-

ducted in April, when Littleton SC demonstrated both a 

good management regime engaging all the multiple site 

users and a busy sailing programme, both of which im-

pressed the Review Team.   

An equivalent offshore visit is scheduled for August, 

×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÎÎÅÌ 3ÁÉÌÉÎÇ $ÉÖÉÓÉÏÎȭÓ ÙÁÃÈÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ 

take the Review Team to see the Portsmouth Offshore 

Group, while gaining some firsthand experience of sail-

ing.  Other meetings are planned for the Autumn which 

may involve some or all of our clubs being asked to dis-

cuss their position on local matters about which the Re-

view Team are concerned. The Review will be completed 

by the end of the year and CSSA will have an opportunity 

to comment on the final report before it is submitted.  

Separate from the review itself, but clearly relating to it, 

the CSSC Conference last year revealed an intention to 

introduce both a wider recruitment pool and a Family/

Linked Membership scheme.  Both these initiatives will 

have a significant impact on our Association and we 

have already had one meeting with CSSC to discuss 

them, with a further meeting scheduled after the 2011 

Conference.  In essence, CSSC proposed to: 

Widen significantly the eligibility criteria for 

membership of CSSC (and hence CSSA), with a view to 

mitigating the impact of the drawdown on Civil Servants.  

Enable each eligible CSSC member (termed 

Qualifying Member) to introduce up to 3 other people 

drawn from a CSSC-defined pool of eligible people 

(termed Linked Members). This pool may expand over 

time.  

The 2011 Conference endorsed the proposal, which will 

probably be introduced by 1 August 2011.  We expect to 

reach agreement soon with CSSC on how these schemes 

will be implemented in CSSA, and currently believe that, 

while issues exist, the schemes will not pose us insuper-

able challenges.  It is likely that the introduction of these 

schemes will see the end of the Membership Plus rate in 

CSSA. Information on the CSSC proposals, with a com-

mentary on the likely impact on our Association, has 

been sent to General Committee members. 

So, our Association is being impacted by two major CSSC 

initiatives, a Review and new Membership schemes.  

CSSC has been very constructive, both in its recognition 

that its proposals may not be entirely advantageous to 

CSSA, and in its willingness to engage in dialogue to miti-

gate the effects of the changes, where necessary.  We 

now all need to support our club management teams as 

they grapple with these changes. 

Notwithstanding all this administrative effort,  I wish you 

all a successful and enjoyable 2011 sailing season.         
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ΧΡ ÁÔ &ÉÓÈÅÒȭÓ 'ÒÅÅÎ (continued from cover) 

or the tents! The latter proved not to be a good option as 

the final gale-force gust comprehensively demolished 

several gazebos and tents. Nonetheless all teams finished 

the course and the winning team were rewarded with 

Ȱ3ÁÉÌ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÌÄȱ ÇÏÌÄ ÍÅÄÁÌÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 29! ÁÎÄ 

FGSC 50th Anniversary mugs.  All participants were pre-

ÓÅÎÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á Ȱ3ÁÉÌ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÌÄȱ ×ÒÉÓÔÂÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ΔΧΡ ×ÁÓ 

ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 29!ȭÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅȢ  

A quiz with a nautical theme followed and then the bar-

becue was prepared by the lads of our Model Boat sec-

tion in their heavy weather gear as the rain and wind per-

sisted. Despite the inclement conditions outside, 160 

ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÕÅÓÔÓ $ÉÓÃÏȭÄ ÕÎÔÉÌ ×ÅÌÌ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÎÉÇÈÔȟ ÆÏÒȤ

tified by an excellent BBQ and many pints of specially pur-

chased Norfolk Bitter. Eventually the happy dancers dis-

persed; some to travel home, but an amazing number 

elected to sleep over in tents, motorhomes, a mini cruiser 

and even a Wayfarer. 

Sunday morning dawned to the aroma of frying bacon 

from the galley, sunshine and rather less rain and wind. 

The morning event was the annual RNLI Pursuit Race, and 

this was sailed in more reasonable conditions than the 

ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÄÁÙȭÓ 2ÅÌÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ΔΣΤΧ ÉÎ ÅÎÔÒÙ ÆÅÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 

RNLI. Our friends from the Maldon Branch of the RNLI 

had set up their stall in the Clubhouse and were doing a 

roaring trade, selling everything from Christmas cards (!) 

to teddy bears. 

By this time the invited guests, dignitaries and VIPs had 

swollen the numbers present to over 230 and, after many 

happy reunions and a nostalgic lingering over the photo-

graphic history of FGSC, a lunch of Hog Roast and all the 

trimmings was served. 

Lunch was followed by a prizegiving with the prizes being 

distributed by Marian Holmes, Chief Executive of the 

CSSC and the formal unveiling of a board listing the past 

Commodores of FGSC and a plaque commemorating the 

50th Anniversary was unveiled by Alex Allan, Commodore 

of the CSSA.  

Tom McHale, Commodore of Littleton SC presented a 

plaque complimenting FGSC on reaching our 50th Anniver-

sary and Maurice Mumford of Maldon RNLI presented the 

ÃÌÕÂ ×ÉÔÈ Á 2.,) Ȱ7ÉÔÈ 'ÒÁÔÅÆÕÌ 4ÈÁÎËÓȱ 3ÈÉÅÌÄ ÉÎ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉȤ

ÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÕÂȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 2.,) ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ 

years. After the speeches, a champagne toast was drunk 

to FGSC, past and future and the birthday cake was cut. 

The day culminated with a cream tea and the further 

reminiscences of past and present members and all con-

cerned parted happily, looking forward to the Diamond 

*ÕÂÉÌÅÅ ÉÎ ÔÅÎ ÙÅÁÒÓȭ ÔÉÍÅȢ 

(with thanks to our FGSC photographers, more online Ed.) 


