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CSSA/CSSC Civil Service 

Dinghy Championships 

A lower entry - but bet-

ter sailing weather - full 

report and results inside. 

Autumn AGMs.  Come 

along to your club/

division AGM this year, 

check out the dates in-

side. 

Obituaries.  Frank 

Walker, CSSA founder 

member and our first 

Rear Commodore Cruis-

ing, and Martyn Blewett, 

the first Captain of 

Portsmouth Offshore 

Group (POG), have died.  

See page 3. 

CSSC Conference 2009 

Read about the CSSC 

Conference on-line at 

www.CSSC.co.uk, also - 

the strategy document. 
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CSORC sails in the Rolex Fastnet 2009 

There can be few offshore races in UK 

waters better known or potentially more 

challenging than the Fastnet.  As the 

Royal Ocean Racing Club (RORC) who 

organise the event, said on their web-

site, with all yachts returning home 

safely: - 

Ȱ 7ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÃÌÕÔÃÈÉÎÇ Á ÐÉÅÃÅ ÏÆ 

silverware or not, all competitors in the 

608 nautical mile race will take with them 

a sense of pride and achievement at com-

pleting the course, which this year was 

ÔÁÃÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÎÇȢ Ȱ 

4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÒÁÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ 

two yachts entered had CSORC on 

board!  ɉ3ËÉÐÐÅÒÓȭ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ 0ÁÇÅÓ ΧΨ-15.) 

Trevor Drew ÓËÉÐÐÅÒÅÄ #3/2#ȭÓ ÅÎÔÒÙȟ Á ÃÈÁÒÔÅÒÅÄ 3ÉÇÍÁ ΥΪ Ȱ&ÌÙÉÎÇ &ÏÒÍÕÌÁȱȟ with a full 

crew.   Here they are soon after the start in the sunny Solent. (above left) 

Richard Palmer entered his own yacht, J109 - Ȱ*ÁÎÇÁÄÁ 4ÏÏȱ in the demanding two-

ÈÁÎÄÅÄ ÃÌÁÓÓȢ  ɉÙÅÓȟ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ - ΤȦɊ  (ÅÒÅȭÓ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ (below) at the Fastnet Rock, with the 

lighthouse behind him, in somewhat more murky weather. 

A new feature, helping those  

ÌÅÆÔ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÁÓÈÏÒÅ ×ÁÓ ȰÔÈÅ 

ÂÌÏÇȱȢ "ÏÔÈ ÖÅÓÓÅÌÓ ÐÏÓÔÅÄ 

news on their on-line blogs 

during the race.  This kept us 

up to date and even included 

pictures of the action such as 

2ÉÃÈÁÒÄȭÓ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÃËȢ 

RORC also had an interactive 

online tracker on their web-

site which showed the posi-

tion (+ course & speed) of 

every yacht taking part.  Just 

the thing for armchair racers 

or concerned loved ones! 



Civil Service Sailing  -  September 2009 

2  

 

Whatõs on?  Dates for your Diary. 

AGMs - see details  under the club reports.  

14 November  ECYD @  Ware, Herts  

21 November  CSD @ POG, Gosport, Hants 

28 November  5KSC @ West Kirby, Wirral  

Rallies 

8-11 October  East Coast Autumn Rally  

CSSA 

28 October  General Committee meeting  

  @ Littleton, 19:00  

2010   ECYD celebrate 25 years!  

  IDOR 2010, Dinghy Champs  

 

Copy for Civil Service Sailing -  closing dates 

are usually 20th of the month before  the month 

of publication.  Photos welcome for the magazine 

and general publicity.  Copy in MS Word please 

to civilservicesailing@yahoo.co.uk  Thanks! 

#ÏÍÍÏÄÏÒÅȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒ 

A note from our Rear Commodore (Offshore),  

Chris Malone 

Firstly a couple 

of updates on 

Offshore mat-

ters. 

I am very 

pleased that 

Len Creswell 

(5KSC) has 

agreed to be-

come Vice-

Principal of the 

CSSA Sea 

School. 

Skippers having 

medical checks under the ML5 scheme should note that 

the ML5 is ONLY paid for by CSSA for ACTIVE CSSA In-

structors. Please get prior confirmation before incurring 

costs as NO costs will be re-imbursed for new Instruc-

tors training or associated costs unless prior to incurring 

such costs have been approved by Rear Commodore (O) 

(Chris Malone) AND Hon Treasurer (Brian Grubb). 

On a lighter note 

I happened to be listening to the VHF when perchance I 

heard the following exchange: 

)ÓÌÅ ÏÆ 7ÉÇÈÔ #ÁÒ &ÅÒÒÙ ÔÏ 3ÏÌÅÎÔ #ÏÁÓÔÇÕÁÒÄȡ Ȱ! ÐÁÓÓÅÎȤ

ÇÅÒȭÓ ÄÏÇ ÈÁÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÌÅÁÐÔ ÏÖÅÒÂÏÁÒÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

3ÏÌÅÎÔȱȢ 

A few minutes later: 

9ÁÃÈÔ 89: ÔÏ 3ÏÌÅÎÔ #ÏÁÓÔÇÕÁÒÄȡ Ȱ*ÕÓÔ ÒÅÔÒÉÅÖÅÄ Á ÄÏÇ 

ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÌÅÎÔȱȢ 

3ÏÌÅÎÔ #ÏÁÓÔÇÕÁÒÄ ÔÏ 9ÁÃÈÔ 89:ȡ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÔÙÐÅ ÏÆ ÄÏÇ ÉÓ 

ÉÔȩȱ 

Now, if it had been me on Yacht XYZ.......... 

Happy sailing. 

Chris Malone RC (O) 

--------------------------------------- 

Portsmouth Offshore Group - POG 

POG Developments at Wicor 

You may recall that you were circulated in a previous 

edition of Civil Service Sailing concerning any interest in 

a mooring in the upper reaches of Portsmouth Harbour.  

Much work has been undertaken with this in view. The 

main project still has to get the approval of firstly the 

POG Management Committee and then the POG mem-

bership. However committee approval has been given 

to obtain a dredging licence as a prerequisite of any 

work. To date we have had a depth survey carried out by 

Lymington Technical Services and had sea bed samples 

taken at varying depths down to 1.75 metres below the 

sea bed as required by Cefas using the services of AJ 

Associates of Bristol. These samples are presently being 

analysed by Cefas. Presently a working group is design-

ing the moorings layout in order to comply with the 

wishes of Natural England and other statutory authori-

ties. The recommended design provides for a mix of 29 

pontoon and pile moorings. This is the last area where 

the POG has not fully developed its moorings and is 

therefore the only opportunity we have to provide fur-

ther mooring opportunities for the membership. The 

critical decision to be made if the project is to proceed 

will be how we fund it. We would be interested to hear 

from any CSSA members who are still interested.  

 Mike Finch POG VC Facilities  

m.l.finch@ntlworld.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


