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Civ i l  Serv ice  Sa i l ing  Assoc ia t ion 

Happy New Year to all 

our members! 

We start the year with 

the very good news that 

Marian Holmes, Chief 

Executive of CSSC has 

been awarded an OBE in 

the New Year Honours 

List.  Congratulations!  

Marian has been known 

to go to sea occasionally 

and we will see her again 

in March when POG open 

their new moorings. 

Our first magazine of 2011 

is the edition which intro-

duces our early sailing 

programmes and other 

events planned offshore 

and in our dinghy clubs.  

It looks as if it will be an-

other active year as in 

2010!  This will be a good 

year to introduce new 

members to the Associa-

tion, as we are unfortu-

nately, all getting older! 
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Sail with CSSA in 2011!  
(ÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÆÅ× ÐÈÏÔÏÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÍÉÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÏÆ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÔÏ 

come!   Taster sails & RYA training are popular & available in all 3 of our Offshore Divisions, 

these (top, L & centreɊ ×ÅÒÅ ÏÎ Χ+3#ȭÓ !ÒÔÆÕÌ $ÏÄÇÅÒȢ  %#9$ȭÓ &ÒÅÙÊÁ ɉtop  R) is seen here mo-

ÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÂÁÃË ÈÏÍÅ ÔÏ 3ÈÏÔÌÅÙȟ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÎÁÌ ÓÕÎÓÅÔ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ Ȱ2ÏÕÎÄ "ÒÉÔÁÉÎȱ ÖÏÙÁÇÅȢ  4ÈÉÓ 

year she will visit the Baltic.  Dinghy Clubs were busy again, racing, training available.  We 

look forward to joining Fishers Green SC as they celebrate their 50 year anniversary.  (Centre 

R)  -  Roy Wallis, Solo Open.  Sea Essay, our Dufour 405 (bottom R) completed a very success-

ful first season with CSD last year, more to come with training, charter & cruising.  She will 

be visiting South Brittany in 2011.  Racing?  If coastal regattas appeal to you, racing in the 

IDOR against other Departments and CSSA Clubs (bottom L) may be for you, or for more seri-

ous offshore racing, join CSORC, (centre) you can see the Fastnet Rock, destination of the 

2011 Rolex Fastnet in August.  Remember the social side of sailing too, (Centre L) Hooe Point 

SC enjoy a fun day out.    Do join us in 2011 - as an individual, or with family or friends! 
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#/--/$/2%3ȭ #/2.%2 

0ÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÉÔȭÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ )ȭÍ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÏÌÄÅÒȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒ 

pretty the snow was, I am mightily glad that in Gosport at 

least, it has now been kicked firmly into touch - not good 

for winter series sailing or maintenance. 

But life goes on ɀ DV Spring will come (eventually), the 

London Boat Show has the potential to lift our spirits and 

there are onshore events including talks to keep us focus-

sed; perhaps over mulled wine, real ale in glasses with 

handles (aka jugs) and by log fires.  Maybe there is an ar-

gument for a boat share in the Caribbean? Then again, 

there is the Hurricane Season...... 

So, on reflection perhaps it is all worth it after all in the 

ÅÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ Ȱ7ÏÒÔÈ Á 'ÕÉÎÅÁ Á -ÉÎÕÔÅȱ ÍÏÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÎ Á 

sylvan evening during the season strolling along the 

beach, riverside or pontoon towards that first pint of the 

day?  Having now shared the Vanguard of my sailing 

knowledge, experience and priorities with you, you will 

understand how abolition of pub opening and closing 

times wreaked havoc with my local passage planning.   

The recession may well have a double whammy effect so 

far as sailing is concerned ɀ making ongoing affordability 

a real issue for some, reducing boat values, increasing risk 

of theft or even mindless jealous vandalism. This affects 

us all ɀ on older boats too, because critical items of little 

intrinsic value may well be hard or even impossible to re-

place.  This puts effective security ever more at the fore-

front of our thinking; also how to keep high standards of 

maintenance, but at an affordable cost. The cheapest 

option does not offer best  Value for Money (VFM)  -  as 

we found to our cost in the late 18th Century when prison-

ers were used as cheap labour to fit out Ships of the Line 

ɀ many needed to be practically re-built shortly after-

wards ɀ just as we were once again at war with France. 

I perceive a general sense of unease and uncertainty at 

present; and to my mind, a chilling almost re-run of Nine-

ÔÅÅÎ 4ÈÉÒÔÉÅÓȭ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÅÇÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÆÅÎÃÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȢ  3ÅÖȤ

eral thousand Royal Navy & Royal Marines personnel may 

face redundancy over the next few years as a result of the 

very sad early withdrawal of HMS Ark Royal, not to men-

tion the Harriers.  Visiting Navy Days in Portsmouth last 

August I was struck by the quality of all the personnel 

that I spoke to including their cheerfulness and commit-

ment ɀ yet at the same time even the younger ones 

frankly acknowledged the shortage of crew and ships.  

We may now have an historic fleet that could in the fore-

seeable future outnumber the active one. At least we still 

have QHM!  

The accompanying photograph (online edition Extras)

shows the Red Arrows welcoming Ark Royal back to the 

Fleet at her re-commissioning following a major refit. 

Meanwhile, offshore with CSSA; at POG, it is highly en-

couraging that all 37 new POG deep water moorings 

(including pontoons) at Wicor are taken for 2011 with a 

waiting list in addition ɀ a tribute to the hard work and 

commitment of all those concerned.   Well done! 

CSORC will compete in the 2011 Rolex Fastnet and OSC 

have already supported their campaign by agreeing that 

the whole representative racing events budget will be 

allocated to them ɀ in agreement with 5KSC and ratified 

by GC (individual crew members will still have to find a 

significant sum).  IDOR is not affected. 

All our club and divisional captains and teams are doing 

an excellent job; however I believe that Trevor Drew de-

serves a special mention for virtually bringing CSORC back 

from the dead. 

%#9$ȭÓ ÃÉÒÃÕÍÎÁÖÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÍÁÉÎÌÁÎÄ "ÒÉÔÁÉÎ ×ÁÓ ÁÎ ÅØÃÅÌȤ

ÌÅÎÔ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔȟ ÉÎÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÎÇ 2ÏÂ 3ÔÅÐÈÅÎȭÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÄÏÃÕȤ

ÍÅÎÔÅÄ Ȱ,ÏÎÄÏÎ ÔÏ ,ÅÒ×ÉÃËȱ ÁÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÅȢ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatõs on?  Dates for your Diary. 

Winter 2011  Skippersõ Day with Peter Burry  

  Date to be advised  

 

14th April  CSSA 53rd AGM, CSSC London  

  Recreation Centre, Chadwick  

  Street, London SW1.  1800 hrs.  

 

6-10th June  Inter Departmental Regatta.  

  The IDOR.  Join yachts at Port  

  Solent on the Sunday, racing in  

  the Solent, based in Cowes IOW,  

  return to Port Solent Friday.  

 

23-24th July  CSSC & CSSA National Dinghy  

  Championships.  Provisional  

  dates (to be confirmed).  At  

  Netley Cliff Sailing Club, South  

  ampton Water.  A warm welcome  

  assured for all our dinghy racers!  

 

Copy for Civil Service Sailing -  closing dates are 20th 

of the month before  the month of publication.  Photos 

welcome for the magazine and general publicity.  Copy in 

MS Word please to civilservicesailing@yahoo.co.uk  
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Obituary 

H W (Bunny) Browne 

I am sad to report the death at 93 of H W Browne, known 

ÔÏ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ×ÈÏ ËÎÅ× ÈÉÍ ÁÓ Ȭ"ÕÎÎÙȭ ɉÁ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÂÏÙ ÎÉÃË-

name which stuck).  A very keen sailor, Bunny was a mem-

ÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ 

first Dinghy Secretary, then served as Rear-Commodore 

Dinghy Sailing from 1963 to 1976 - long and distinguished 

service, in the course of which many of our dinghy clubs 

came into existence and saw their early development.   

Following his retirement from the Civil Service and from 

CSSA office, Bunny and his wife Paddy ɀ another keen 

sailor ɀ ÂÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÒÅ ÈÕÌÌ ÏÆ Á Ȭ4ÒÁÄÅ×ÉÎÄ ΥΥȭ ×ÉÔÈ Á 

round-the-world passage in mind, and spent the next three 

years fitting her out.  However, a very rough passage 

across the Atlantic led to a change of plan and, after a year 

in the Caribbean, their home port became Vilamoura in 

Portugal.  Later, they returned to England and lived for 

some years in Netley, close to our club, of which they had 

been among its earliest members. 

PJC 

Interested in Dinghy Team Racing? 

Victory Trophy 2011 

I am organising a team to represent CSSC in the annual din-

ghy team racing event against the three Armed Services for 

the prestigious Victory Trophy. The event will be on 3 April 

2011 at Littleton SC and is sailed in Laser 2000s without gen-

nakers. There are three boats per team, so I need six sailors. 

I hope that some practice can be arranged, at least on 2 

April. 

Each team member should be a CSSC shareholder. Ex-

penses will be reimbursed. 

Some prior experience of team racing would be an advan-

tage, but is not essential. 

Please get in touch with me if interested - the sooner the 

better. 

Eddie Pope,  

Rear Commodore (Dinghy) 

 

01949 20327 (home) 

0790 3350261 (mobile) 

edwinpope@btinternet.com 

#ÏÍÍÏÄÏÒÅȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒ ɉÃÏÎÔȭÄ ÆÒÏÍ 0ΨɊ 

As many of you know, my son Tim and my beloved Cor-

ribee, Shamrock of Halton Quay, is one of the smallest 

boats at POG and there were suggestions at the recent lift 

out that to speed things along a bit perhaps she could be 

brought ashore in one of the luggage trolleys. However it 

was decided that this might scratch the trolley. 

We brought her back in 2006, recently purchased, from 

the Tamar (yes, Halton Quay), putting the sails up in anger 

for the first time as we left Plymouth.  We temporarily tied 

or screwed all sorts of things together for the voyage back 

to Gosport.  Since then we have been rather less adventur-

ous other than an aborted trip to Cherbourg that evolved 

into a clockwise circumnavigation of the Isle of Wight: 

0/' ÔÏ 0/' ÉÎ ΣΧ ÈÏÕÒÓȟ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÍÉÄÎÉÇÈÔȦ  !ÎÄ ÎÏ )ȭÍ 

ÎÏÔ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÁÄÍÉÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÒÔ ÏÎÃÅ ÉÎ 

the process.  Dunnose.  

But Bembridge, Priory Bay, Seaview, Wootton Creek, Os-

borne Bay, the Medina, Newtown Creek, Yarmouth, Key-

haven, Lymington, Beaulieu River, Ashlett Creek, River 

Hamble and Stokes Bay are all Paradise on our doorstep.  

After 40 years of visiting they are no less attractive albeit 

much more crowded ɀ and there are also Langstone and 

Chichester Harbours.  My personal favourite these days for 

relaxation, is a gentle sail using the tide up to Fareham 

Sailing and Motor Boat Club for a pint on the balcony of 

their delightfully eccentric tiny club house overlooking a 

scene which is quite reminiscent of Christchurch. And 

maybe another whilst waiting for the tide to turn. 

So sailing is primarily in this day and age for fun and pleas-

ure ɀ by all means go for glory and adrenalin, but these 

days I certainly do not go in search of heavy weather even 

though I usually quite enjoy it if it finds me and at least you 

can leave the spinnaker down below. But in principal I am 

now a fair weather sailor as I suspect are many of us - but 

good luck to the more adventurous members sailing with 

CSORC, IDOR et al.  

Meanwhile I have been invited to sail to Norway next sea-

son ɀ health permitting I might well do so ɀ but I shall have 

to curtail my visits up the creek to Fareham which could be 

a dilemma; accordingly, just in case, now, how do you tie 

that bowline thingie? And when do you actually use it? And 

×ÉÌÌ Ȱ) ÌÏÖÅ ÙÏÕȱ ÂÅ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ .ÏÒ×ÅÇÉÁÎ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÂÙ ÏÎȩ 

Finally, please put the CSSA AGM in your diary ɀ ÉÔȭÓ ÏÎ ΣΦth 

April; you can have a day in London before the AGM starts 

ÁÔ ΣΪȢΡΡȢ  %ÎÊÏÙ ÆÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÎÅØÔ 

season.  Carpe Diem.   

Chris Malone, Rear Commodore (Offshore) 
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Hooe Point Sailing Club - Winter update. 

It has been a busy few months at Hooe Point.  Our re-

scheduled regatta was finally staged over the weekend of 

4th and 5th of September.  A full day of yacht racing on the 

4th incorporated a long distance race for the Bill Harvey Me-

morial trophy.  This race had been postponed earlier in the 

year.  On the 5th there was some more yacht acing in the 

morning followed by dinghy racing in the afternoon and the 

ÕÓÕÁÌ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄ 

rounded off with a barbecue.  The weather stayed fair for 

the duration, which was a bonus, given the pretty poor 

summer we endured. 

All too soon though thoughts turned to craning-out and 

winter storage.  As a result of three successful (and very 

busy) craning days we now have 67 boats safely secured on 

site for the winter.  Winter maintenance is ongoing and one 

or two hardy souls are still dinghy racing in a local winter 

series.  Our program of winter events has started with a 

visit to the Plymouth University navigation simulator suite 

where members had the opportunity to con the Brittany 

Ferries vessel Val De Loire into Plymouth and dock her in 

Millbay docks as well as experience a big ship wheelhouse 

complete with realistic sea conditions ɀ its strange feeling 

slightly seasick on dry land!   

Later in the year we have an evening with the Devon and 

Cornwall police boatwatch team; a skittles evening and 

training courses in VHF radio and First Aid to look forward 

to. 

In early December we held our annual prize-giving hosted in 

the main lounge at Plymouth Argyle football ground ɀ de-

spite the impending financial crisis at Argyle the event went 

ahead as planned in a great venue with good food.  The 

guest of honour was James Street the new Chairman of the 

Plymouth Area Association for Civil Service Sports and Lei-

sure who presented the trophies.   

Notable prize winners this year included Rob Casey, one of 

our junior members who received the Endeavour trophy for 

his sailing exploits throughout the summer which included 

a number of single-handed trips during club cruises.   

The winner of the regatta yachts event and also the Bill Har-

vey Memorial trophy was Mark Evans.  

The regatta dinghy racing trophy went to Steve Oliver 

whilst the overall dinghy winner this year was Martin Kim-

ÂÅÒȢ 4ÈÅ Ȱ(ÅÌÐÉÎÇ (ÁÎÄȱ ÔÒÏÐÈÙ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ +ÅÉÔÈ +ÅÎÄÁÌÌȢ  

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year to all CSSA 

members from all of us at Hooe Point.  

 

Report on the Sunsail Challenge of Champions. 

The CSSA burgee was flying at the recent Sunsail 

Ȱ#ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÏÆ #ÈÁÍÐÉÏÎÓȱ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÈÏÓÔÅÄ ÂÙ 3ÕÎÓÁÉÌ ÉÎ 0ÏÒÔ 

Solent, Portsmouth.  This inaugural event brought together 

Rob Casey receiving the Endeavour  Trophy 

Steve Oliver receiving the Regatta Dinghy Trophy 

Keith Kendall receiving the Helping Hand trophy 


